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CATHERINE COOK SCHOOL RE-ENTRY PLAN

2020-2021 Overview
Catherine Cook School is
preparing to open for on
campus instruction on
Tuesday, September 8,
and maintain the published
2020-2021 academic calendar.

Process of Re-Entry
Catherine Cook’s Administrative Team and Board of
Trustees determines, based on dialogue with and
mandates by local and state governments, that the
school facilities are successfully modified to meet the
needs necessary to allow for the safe return of
students, faculty, and staff to the school building.

YES

Catherine Cook is devoted to
the health and safety of our
community, and will continue

Cook County announces full return to school.

to follow specific health
precautions in accordance
with local, state, and federal
guidelines. As the summer
unfolds and these
requirements are shared, any
necessary modifications to
the campus facilities,
programming, and policies
will be made. All decisions
and plans for re-entry will

YES

NO

On Campus Learning

Continuous Distance
Learning (CDL)

Students will begin the academic
year on campus with the
expectation that specific health and
safety procedures will be required
and followed. If it is determined
that an individual or a cohort must
quarantine due to direct or possible
exposure; or the government
mandates capacity limits, individuals
will move to the Hybrid Model.

follow local and state
mandates.

Hybrid Model
A hybrid model of both in-person and
virtual instruction will be
implemented to provide continued
access to Catherine Cook’s academic
program and facilities in the case
that health and/or facility space
restrictions limit the number of
students allowed on campus at any
given time. Students will continue
with a blend of synchronous (live)
and asynchronous (teacher directed)
instruction whether at home or on
campus on a rotating basis.

Should the school or local community
experience an outbreak that would
require closure of the building’s
facilities, all learning would move to
a CDL model, modified to allow for a
full day of remote synchronous and
asynchronous instruction.
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Facilities
While specific decisions and plans will be finalized over the next few months as more
information and updated public health guidelines are issued, strategies are being
developed in the following areas, including, but not limited to:

The use of masks during classes

Classroom modifications to

and in public gathering spaces

allow for social distancing,
remote learning, and hygiene
(i.e. tech equipment, desks,
individual school supplies, etc.)

Capacity limits to allow for
social distancing in spaces such
as the Gymnasium and Studio
Changes to campus access for
visitors and parents/guardians
Modification of programs and
school events in compliance with
limits on crowd sizes and social
distancing measures

Revamped lunch program that
includes contactless meals
and provides space for social
distancing

Policy and procedures around
sanitizing and cleaning of
campus facilities and materials
Implementation of policies and
procedures around individual
Review of entry and exit
access and flow

hygiene, social distancing, the
use of PPE, and more

SCENARIO 1

On Campus Learning
In an ideal situation, local,
state, and federal
regulations and guidelines
will allow our community to
return to campus for onsite
learning in September. In
the event that the school
reopens, we will be
prepared to make any
necessary adjustments to
our standard procedures to
ensure the health and safety
of all community members,
which may include:

Adjustments to drop-off and
pick-up schedule

Modifications to academic
instruction and facilities to allow
for social distancing

Potential restrictions to
athletics programming

Adapting After School Adventures,
Extended Day, and Before School
programming, as needed

Preparing for Interruptions
As we have learned from past pandemics, current research, and
the observed experiences of other countries over the last several
months, there may be times when on campus instruction is
interrupted due to a rise in COVID-19 cases within the school or
local community. Should there be reason to close on-site facilities
(i.e. individual classrooms, divisions, and/or the entire campus),
a transition to Hybrid or Continuous Distance Learning will occur
within 48 hours of closing.

$

If the physical campus closes or individual students are required to quarantine, families will be
extended refunds for after school programming.

SCENARIO 2

Hybrid Model
In the case that health and/or
facility limitations restrict the
number of students allowed on

Possible situations that could
result in a hybrid model:

campus at any given time, a
hybrid model of both in-person
and virtual instruction will be
implemented to provide continued
access to Catherine Cook’s

6 ft

Local and state governments
mandate that only a percentage
of students are allowed in the
building per day to allow for
appropriate social distancing

academic program and facilities.
Students learning from home will
follow a daily schedule similar to
that provided for in-person
instruction.

It is determined a class or cohort
is to remain home due to possible
exposure to COVID-19 (policy to
be determined by local and state
governments this summer)

A student is home due to
self-quarantine or isolation that
prevents them from attending
in-person instruction

A teacher is under quarantine due
to possible exposure to COVID-19
(student learning would take
place in the classroom with an
adult supervisor while the teacher
instructs remotely)

SCENARIO 3

Continuous Distance Learning
Catherine Cook’s expanded Continuous
Distance Learning (CDL) model for the fall is
designed to maintain the academic rigor and
mission of the school – engagement, agency,
and innovation – even when we are not able to
be physically together on campus. Attention to
both the social-emotional and intellectual
components of learning will be addressed
through a combination of synchronous and
asynchronous learning. Time is spent fostering
both the independent and collaborative nature
of the school’s curriculum and programming
through individual assignments, group
discussions, and special projects. Teachers will
use a variety of assessment methods to allow
students to demonstrate their understanding
of concepts.
If Catherine Cook is required to shift to CDL, we
endeavor to provide a smooth transition from
on campus to remote learning. We recognize
that a CDL experience requires additional
consideration for work/life balance, especially as
it relates to the use of technology and screen
time. Catherine Cook will incorporate
opportunities for brain breaks, mindfulness,
and exploration of personal interests, reflecting
an on campus school day that includes
activities like recess, snack time, and play.
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Technology
Below is a list of resources we have used this spring as we transitioned into our CDL program. To
further enhance our program and meet our students’ needs, we have begun searching for new
programs to introduce to our school community for this fall. Updates will be sent to parents/guardians
with any new technology prior to the start of the 2020-2021 academic year.

Teachers and students in 3rd-8th
Grades will communicate and
share materials and assignments in
Google Classroom and via additional
G-Suite services. Students will
complete and turn-in assignments
and teachers will grade and return
them in Classroom (subject to
change).

SeeSaw is used for teachers in
PS-2nd Grade to communicate
with students and parents and
share materials and information.
Teachers will post messages,
resources, and info to the
classroom general announcement
board (subject to change).

Zoom will be used across all
grade levels for video conferencing
and virtual classroom between
teachers, students, and parents.
The tool will also be used for
creating screencasts.

Screencastify will be used by all
teachers and students in
3rd-8th Grades for creating
screencasts of lessons and
other videos to share.

All Cook-issued devices are
protected by the Cisco Umbrella
web content filter. Devices are
protected while connected to the
internet, regardless of where they
are physically located.

All Cook online resources are
accessible via school-issued
devices. Students in 3rd-8th
Grades will each be issued a
laptop. Students in PS-2nd
Grade will each be issued an
iPad. School-issued devices will
be taken home in the event of
moving to CDL or the Hybrid
Model. Alternatively, students in
PS-2nd Grade may use a
parent/guardian device to
connect (these devices will have
limited connectivity to Cook
online resources).

New LMS Platform
To launch August 2020
Used to monitor attendance,
access grading, and create
report cards.

SUMMER PROGRAMMING

Summer Virtual Adventures
Our Summer Virtual Adventures will run Monday, July 6 - Friday July 17 and
Monday, July 20 - Friday, July 31. Sessions will take place Monday-Friday mornings,
and length will vary based on age/grade. These offerings are provided at no cost to
families, and each student may choose up to two different classes during the month of
July. For more information and to register, visit catherinecookschool.org/summer.
Registration closes Thursday, June 4, at 6:00 p.m.

Summer Virtual Adventures
content areas include:

Creative
Writing

Reading

Mathematics

Arts

Humanities

World
Language
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