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Dear Friends,

Now in my thirteenth year of service to our school, I’m excited about our future as 
the quality of our programs and high school placement for our 8th Grade graduates 
continues to be among the best in the region. In alignment with our progressive 
and innovative educational philosophy, students have found great 
success with a “learn by doing” approach. These factors, among 
others, have once again led us to record enrollment for the 2016-
2017 school year. In close partnership with our parents and friends, 
we have accomplished much.

One of our mission-driven commitments is to ensure that we are 
intentional in the way we practice our Diversity Statement, especially 
as it relates to social justice, equity, and access. This work gives us 
clear and positive directions that guide our program and students. 
It is a testament to the importance of this work for everyone in our 
learning community. 

As a pathway to making our strategic initiatives a reality, it is 
imperative that we hire the best and most-qualified faculty and staff. 
It is through competitive salaries and employee benefits, a rich array 
of professional development opportunities, and the adoption of best 
learning practices that we are able to draw these individuals to our 
institution. We could not achieve this without your philosophical and 
financial support, for which we are very grateful. 

In addition to our talented faculty, staff, and administration, we 
have amazing and supportive parents and a hard-working Board of 
Trustees that is focused on our strategic initiatives and long-term 
sustainability. Thank you for all you do.

I am eager to embrace the future, acknowledge our successes, 
and work diligently on any challenges that might lie ahead. There is nothing more 
important than joining together to build a strong foundation for the success and 
happiness of our children. I sincerely hope, as you read this Annual Report, that 
you, too, will see evidence of a vibrant learning community working to develop 
compassionate leaders.

Warmly, 

Dr. Michael B. Roberts  
Head of School



Catherine Cook School is committed to 
creating and sustaining a diverse and 
compassionate community grounded

 in a culture of integrity.

DIVERSITY  
STATEMENT
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MISSION 
STATEMENT

Catherine Cook empowers students from preschool 
through eighth grade to be adaptive, confident, and 

productive stewards of an evolving world. Our 
community engages with ideals of cultural 

competence, progressive academics, ethical 
literacy, and innovation designed to inspire personal 

excellence and compassionate leadership. 
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FROM A LOCAL 
PERSPECTIVE

EXPLORING 
SCIENCE
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Citizen Science
While studying wildlife in the Chicago region, 5th and 6th 
Grade students took a “citizen science” approach. In this 
scenario, students monitored live cameras set up around 
the city by Chicago Wildlife Watch (a collaboration between 
the Lincoln Park Zoo and Adler Planetarium) to help the 
organization count different species of wildlife that populate 
our area. By contributing, students assisted professional 
scientists who then analyzed the data for potential influence 
of urban wildlife policy.

Communicable Diseases
A measles outbreak in the Chicago suburbs in 2016 sparked 
a classroom discussion about how the disease spreads and 
why it happened in our area. Students discussed the perceived 
pros and cons of vaccinations, which led to research about 
local government requirements regarding vaccinations for 
schools and daycares. In studying the local aspect of this 
outbreak, students felt a deeper connection to the topic.

Pollution
During their unit on pollution, 7th and 8th Graders looked at 
the Chicago landscape and how the geography and industries 
in our area contribute to point source (direct source, such 
as a factory) and non-point source (indirect source, such 
as water runoff) pollution. Students identified where they 
see pollution around them and how they could modify their 
individual lifestyles to cut down their own pollution.

Invasive Species
While learning about invasive species, it can be difficult to 
conceptualize the destruction of an ecosystem that one has 
never experienced. Therefore, Middle School students have 
studied various invasive species that plague Midwestern 
waterways, prairies, forests, and more. From the effects 
of zebra mussels on Lake Michigan to the aggressive reed 
canarygrass that stifles surrounding plant growth, students 
are able to see the impact of these species in places that 
are familiar – and often very special – to them. With this 
personal connection, students are more likely to care about 
the future of these environments and work toward a solution 
to the problems at hand, such as helping to remove invasive 
species that have been introduced to local forests and parks.

A science textbook is full of fascinating information 
about the world around us. It is a source of knowledge 
providing the basic concepts of life, geology, physics, 
and just about any other physical aspect of the universe. 
It can be daunting to try to create something meaningful 
out of such a vast amount of information, but thinking 
about how those ideas can be applied locally or on an 
individual level can make all the difference.

During the 2016-2017 school year, Middle School 
Science Teachers Lara Kossiakoff and Emily Malette 
aimed to make the connection between textbook 
concepts and the real world we live in.  By taking this 
local approach, students started to understand why they 
should care about the ideas presented to them. Through 
many different units and projects, students have dived 
into their science curriculum with enthusiasm and a 
desire to better know the science around them. 



BY THE NUMBERS

3
sections of  5th 

Grade, approaching 
our goal of  a  

three-section school 
through 8th Grade

ADMISSION  AND 
ENROLLMENT 

573

24% 
21%

92%

students enrolled  
at Catherine Cook for 
2016-2017 school year

increase in 
enrollment over  

the past eight years

student retention 
rate — higher than 
the NAIS average 

Chicagoland zip  
codes in which our 

families live

8

34
of  independent schools,  

including Catherine Cook,  
labeled as a “high-growth” school 

by the National Association of  
Independent Schools



Enrollment 
Five Year History
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514
2012-2013

523
2013-2014

540
2014-2015

525

500

475

550 555
2015-2016

573
2016-2017
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GRADUATION 2017

HENRY BARBER  
Lane Tech (Alpha STEM Program)

ALEXANDER CHITTARO 
Lincoln Park (Performing Arts 
and Double Honors Program)

ETHAN CHRISTO 
Jones College Prep

TATE COLLIER 
Northside College Prep

GRIFFIN DARNUTZER 
New Trier

JESSICA DICKINSON 
Senn (Fine and Performing  
Arts Program)

ETHAN DOE 
Walter Payton College Prep

SARAH DOUGLAS 
Walter Payton College Prep

BENNETT DRAKE 
Walter Payton College Prep

EMMA FLANNERY 
St. Ignatius College Prep

COLE FULLER 
Latin School of Chicago

AARAV GOEL 
University of Chicago  
Laboratory Schools

BRADEN HART 
Beacon Academy

MOUHAMAD JALLOH 
Senn (International  
Baccalaureate Program)

ISABEL KAPUSTKA  
Walter Payton College Prep

GRIFFIN KASS  
Francis W. Parker School

YELYZAVETA KHOLODNA 
Jones College Prep

MAXWEL LIND 
Jones College Prep

WILLIAM MCCULLEN 
University of Chicago  
Laboratory Schools

BRENDAN MYERS 
Latin School of Chicago

JOHN NEIS, JR. 
Whitney Young Magnet

KATHRYN NORMAN 
Loyola Academy

WILLIAM O’KEEFE 
Latin School of Chicago

IAN O’ROURKE 
Jones College Prep

JOHN OSIPOW 
Beacon Academy

VANCE ROSE 
St. Ignatius College Prep

ISABEL ROSETH 
Jones College Prep

COLE RUBINOWICZ 
Northside College Prep

EMILY SANDS 
Walter Payton College Prep

MARGARET SCHMIDT 
Cranbrook Schools (MI)

ANTONIA SCHWARTZ 
Chicago High School for the Arts

JACK SHARP 
Latin School of Chicago

YANNI SIMMONS 
University of Chicago  
Laboratory Schools

ELLESON SONG 
Jones College Prep (CTE 
Engineering Program)

VICTORIA STAMATO 
St. Ignatius College Prep

FRANCESCA TURRINELLI 
Walter Payton College Prep

KEILA VILLATORO 
DePaul College Prep

REESE WILSON 
Culver Academies (IN)

NED WOJCIK 
Jones College Prep

HENRY WOLF 
St. Ignatius College Prep

CHRISTOPHER ZRAZIK 
Walter Payton College Prep

The 8th Grade Class of 2017 
transitioned into the role of Catherine 
Cook Alumni on Friday, June 9, 2017. 
To start the day, former Catherine Cook 
graduates welcomed them into the 
Alumni Association during our traditional 
Pinning Ceremony. The Graduation 
Ceremony began with introductory 
thoughts from Chair of the Board of 
Trustees Linda K. Myers and Head 
of School Michael B. Roberts. Class 
Speaker Christopher Zrazik then took 
the podium to recount his memories of 
Catherine Cook and how much he and 
his classmates have learned over the years. The address was delivered by Dr. Daniel D. Frank, Head of School of Francis 
W. Parker School, who shared his thoughts on the power of “yet,” meaning everything that is still yet to come. Following 
the 4th Grade bridging ceremony, Class Captains Ethan Christo and Griffin Kass extended gratitude to faculty and staff for 
helping them reach this milestone. Congratulations to the Class of 2017, and best wishes for a bright future!
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During the Middle School 
Awards Ceremony, four 
graduating 8th Graders 
were recognized for 
exemplifying the qualities 
of Catherine Cook Alumni. 
The following awards 
are considered our 
top honors:

CHRISTOPHER ZRAZIK
Spirit Award 
Presented to a Middle School 
student who has contributed to the 
overall spirit of the school and has 
displayed enthusiasm for turning 
his or her potential into reality. 

JESSICA DICKINSON
Head of School Award 
Presented to a Middle School 
student in each class who has made 
significant gains in both academic 
and personal success and has made 
a positive contribution to the school. 

YANNI SIMMONS
Annemarie Beall Award 
Presented to an 8th Grade student who 
demonstrates intellectual curiosity and a drive 
for excellence. This person is respectful, caring, 
fair, trustworthy, responsible, and a model 
citizen while displaying gentle humor and wit  
and a desire to make the world a better place.

EMILY SANDS
Catherine Cook School Award 
Presented to a graduating student who 
has epitomized the determination, 
ambition, and personal success of 
Catherine Cook Anagnost, for whom 
the school was named. 
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MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
AWARDS
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GLOBAL 
CITIZENSHIP 

BEGINS WITHIN



The making of a global citizen starts within. To 
understand and embrace the differences in 
other people, we have to first appreciate what 
makes us unique ourselves. This is an important 
objective in the 2nd Grade curriculum at 
Catherine Cook. 

Early in the year, students explore their 
own identities through a family flag project. 
They interview their family members to 
learn all about their individual backgrounds 
– ethnicity, culture, traditions, and more. 
From there, students create a flag to represent their 
family’s identity and what it means to them. Students then have the 
opportunity to share their flag’s meaning with the class and hang it up 
to be displayed for the remainder of the year. The exercise brings a 
sense of pride to 2nd Graders as they present their own identity, and 
it also provides an opportunity to learn about the many things that 
make other families and individuals unique. 

Inspired by author Todd Parr and his book, It’s Okay to be Different, 
students also explore their identities by examining which of 
their own interests, abilities, physical characteristics, and other 
attributes others may see as “different.” Each created their own 
page of a book to acknowledge what makes them different, 
such as being the youngest in the class, having eyeglasses, or 
celebrating both Christmas and Hanukkah. 

Through other literature, students learn about characters who 
cope with their feelings of being different. For instance, in 
Helen Recorvits’ My Name is Yoon, a young Korean girl feels all 
alone after moving to the United States. After many attempts 
to rename herself – Cat, Bird, Cupcake – she realizes that she 
can still be Yoon and be accepted by her new classmates. 
Another book, Michael Hall’s Red: A Crayon’s Story, tells the 
tale of a blue crayon stuck in a red wrapper and the identity 
crisis that ensues. After other crayons and art supplies try 
– unsuccessfully – to help him be red, a new friend sees him 
for the blue crayon he is and he thrives in his true identity. By 
examining characters like Yoon and Red, students learn to 
embrace the qualities that make them unique. 
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Linda K. Myers, Chair 
Lisa Snow, Vice Chair 
Keith Morgan, Treasurer
Penny Fine, Secretary 
Ellen Best, At Large

      Julie Campbell
      Marta Delgado
      Tom Fuller
      Ashley Joyce
      David Laurenson 

Roger Liew
Diana Sands
Bob Whelan
Jeffrey Zappone  
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The Board of Trustees is a self-selecting group 
of volunteers given the trust to establish the 

essential nature of Catherine Cook and fiduciary 
responsibilities to ensure that the school has the 

necessary resources to fulfill its mission.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017



COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Ambassador Program 
Meg Frey  
Judy Pomerantz  
Daisie Siska  
 
Art/Nurse/Enrichment 
Support 
Elisabeth Beerkens  
Katt Hanold  
Jessie Williams 
 
Back to School Celebration 
Rebecca Grossman  
Brandy Kemp  
Michelle Kilkenney 
 
Community Cares 
Tia Hild  
 
Faculty and Staff 
Appreciation Luncheon 
Deanna Beise  
Rachael Leckow  
Kyle Schauenberg 

Harvest and Halloween 
Celebration 
Kira Elert  
Angela Floessel   
Beverly Gonzalez

 
 
Library Support 
Julie Beyers   
Stacy Fleming 
Kathy Hoff 
Shawna Norsman 
Kristie Powell  
Wendy Roseth 
Renee Salomon 
 
Parent Education Program 
Suzie Desai 
Kim Edison  
Leslie Hauser  
 
Room Parent Coordinators 
Kristen Flather  
Julie Simon  
 
School’s Out 
Celebration 
Jody Boutell   
Julie Levenstein  
Beth Pearlman 
 
Service Committee 
Jessica Dunne  
Allegra Weiner  
 
Social Committee 
Emily Bennett 
Mia Sossei  
 

 
Spirit Committee 
Megan Aling  
Sarah Pearsall  
Julianne Walsh 
 
Staff Appreciation
Breakfasts 
Koli Donohue  
Kimberly Kirincic  
Claudia Martin 
Christine Melendes   
 
Teacher Lunchroom 
Relief 
Meghan Gill 
Ashley Manzella  
Renee Salomon

PARENT ASSOCIATION 2016-2017
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE

President 
Casey Ray

Secretary 
Katie McMillan 

Vice President 
Stephanie Free

Treasurer 
Janeen Hayward

One of the best assets of Catherine Cook is our fabulous community of parent volunteers. From the year-round commitments 
of the Parent Association Executive Committee to the one-time helpers during a classroom party, each volunteer is vital to the 
success of our school. We couldn’t function without your support, and we appreciate all that you do.
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Expanding Junior 
Kindergarten Learning 

with Technology



Innovation and Design Thinking
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In many ways, the things students learn in early 
childhood have remained pretty consistent over the 
years – the alphabet, numbers, social skills, barnyard 
animals. It’s a time for acquiring the fundamental 
knowledge that will inspire a culture of learning 
throughout their lives. What has changed over the 
years is the way students learn these basic concepts. 

The advent of recent technology like the iPad and 
its many educational applications has substantially 

altered the early childhood landscape (and 
education as a whole). In conjunction with traditional 
approaches, students are now able to learn the 
same core skills that they always have with the 
help of innovative, engaging technologies, while 
simultaneously learning additional skills that prepare 
them for success in the current century.  Here 
are a few examples of how Catherine Cook Junior 
Kindergarteners utilize age-appropriate technology to 
expand their classroom learning:

Social-Emotional
Throughout the year, students draw self-portraits to 
document their identity and how they evolve over time. At 
the end of the year, students take a photo of their final self-
portrait using an iPad, import it into ChatterPix (an app that 
adds a moveable mouth to a static photo), and record the 
story of who they are and how they have grown that year. 

Science
During their Ocean Unit, students learn about the many 
different animals and plants that live in our oceans, analyze 
the vast differences in sizes of those animals, and begin to 
understand the relationships between all the living things 
in that ecosystem. To help with these concepts, students 
create a story about the ocean and use their iPads to record 
a stop-motion animation. In doing this project, students not 
only learn about marine life, but also dip their toes into the 
world of video editing. 

Motor Skills
Many people assume that the integration of technology 
correlates with a decrease in physical activity and motor 
skills. On the contrary, applications like Toca Dance allow 
students to teach a character their own choreographed 
dance moves, which the program then loops to create a 
dance routine for students to learn and share with friends.

Math
Technology goes beyond the iPad with devices like the 
Parrot Jumping Sumo drone. Unlike other drones you may 
be familiar with, the Sumo hops rather than flies. During 
their Building Unit, students work to construct a tower 
that is just tall enough for the drone to hop over without 
touching. Calculations must be completed to establish the 
tower height and how far the drone should be placed from 
the base of the tower. 
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 The 2016-2017 Annual Giving Campaign was spearheaded by our ninth Annual 
Giving Cabinet. These volunteers served as ambassadors of the Campaign, 
sharing the importance and impact of every family’s annual participation in fully 
funding the operating budget. Contributions to the Campaign have increased 
steadily in recent years because of the generosity and dedication of Catherine 
Cook leadership, volunteers, and donors. Many thanks to all who gave!

Co-Chairs 
Flavio Arana and Marta Delgado

New Parent and  
Early Childhood Captains 
Josh Lerner and Sam Pollack

Lower School Captains 
Don Mizerk and Steph Tipton 

Middle School Captains 
Ryan Harris and Rita Powers

7th and 8th Grade Captains 
Jenni Pencyla and Mikala Stewart

Faculty and Staff Captains 
Beth Herdering, Ashley Marentette, 
Ashley Nolan, and Dana Stewart
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Annual Giving is $872,726
Gala is $519, 360
 
Total is $1,392,086



ANNUAL GIVING 
CAMPAIGN 
2016-2017
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ANNUAL GIVING SOCIETIES
CORNERSTONE SOCIETY 
Gifts of $30,000 and above 
Linda and Dennis Myers* 

ANAGNOST SOCIETY 
Gifts of $20,000-$29,999 
Michael and Ashley Joyce* 
Diana and Michael Sands* 
 
FOUNDER SOCIETY 
Gifts of $10,000-$14,999 
Bevin and Heath Deyo* 
Joe and Rachel Guzowski* 
Ryan and Casey Harris* 
Megan and Michael Hodes* 
Suzie Desai and Roger Liew* 
Evelyn and Robert McCullen* 
Marta Delgado and Sam Nandi* 
Wendy Roseth* 
Trevor and Kyle Schauenberg* 
Don and Sandy Schwarz* 
Bhavan Suri and 
   Bhavana Devulapally* 
Lisa Snow Turrinelli and 
   Franco Turrinelli* 
Tracy and Justin Ward* 
 
TRUSTEE SOCIETY 
Gifts of $5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous (5) 
Flavio Arana and 
   Matthew Kippenhan* 
Troy and Liz Barnett 
Emily and Ryan Bennett* 
Philip and Eugenia Brides* 
Eoin and Kate Callery* 
Paul Collier and 
   Kristen Werries Collier*  
Mark Ditsch and 
   Maha Halabi Ditsch* 
Molly and Paul Drinan* 
Philip and Kimberly Edison* 
Lisa Weinstein and Andy Edwards* 
Kim and Chad Feingold* 
Adam and Melissa Filkin* 
Peter Fletcher and Lisa Martin* 
Jodi and Richard Flohr* 
Meg and Karl Frey* 
Tom and Julie Fuller* 
Steve and Rebecca Gerstung* 
Umrai and Meghan Gill* 
Joshua and Irene Goldstein* 
The Grason Family*
 

The Green Family Charitable    
   Fund at The Chicago 
   Community Foundation 
Dennis and Kelly Howe 
Pam and Chris Kallos* 
Jordan Kass and 
   Stacia Garriott Kass* 
Brian Kavanaugh and Julie Koca* 
Sucha Kukatla* 
Shelly Kulwin and Lisa Coconato* 
Ross Kwasteniet and Kira Elert* 
Mark and Christiane Ladd* 
Melissa and Dave Laurenson* 
Joshua and Kelly Lerner* 
Kimberly and Scott Lorimer* 
Ashley and Joe Manzella* 
Katie and Glenn McMillan* 
Andrew Thorrens and Don Mizerk* 
Keith Morgan and Maureen Fannon 
The Norman Family* 
Christine and Jason Osborn* 
Laura and Sam Pollack* 
Kevin and Rita Powers* 
Dali and Nicole Rajic* 
Megan Poetzel and Derek Rank* 
Casey and Matt Ray* 
Clisson and Patricia Rexford* 
Paul and Andrea Sill* 
Matt and Julie Simon* 
Dave and Susan Smith* 
Mark and Michal Solovy 
John and Steph Tipton* 
Ryan and Kelly Waters* 
Donna, Jules, and Lousia Welch* 
Jeffrey and Carie Zappone* 
Ellen Best and Gregory Zrazik* 
 
HEAD OF SCHOOL SOCIETY 
Gifts of $2,500-$4,999 
Virgil and Shannon Abloh*
   in Honor of Lowe Abloh 
Maaike and David Almeida* 
Ruth Barber* 
Dan and Julie Baumeister* 
Chris and Maureen Bennett* 
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem* 
The Bett Family* 
Jeff and Rhonda Bishop* 
Ryan and Jennifer Buckley* 
Shane and Julie Campbell^ 
David and Merri Chandler* 
Jeff and Megan Chessare* 
John and Julie Crosson*

David and Karen Dahlquist* 
Theresa Davis 
Ryan and Kristen Dennis* 
Kelley and Michelle Drake* 
Kristen and Fred Flather* 
Ian and Stacy Fleming* 
Frank and Angela Floessel*
   In Honor of Julia Floessel 
Al and Susan Flosi* 
Melissa Copley and 
   Francis Freeman* 
Mark Gertzof and Deanna Beise* 
Jeffrey R. Grieb and 
   Sara M. Bradley* 
Julie and Nerko Hajdarevic* 
Marc and Leslie Hauser* 
Sean and Cher Keck* 
Ellen and Nat Kellogg* 
David and Susan Kelly* 
Heather and Brian Kenney* 
Ryan and Michelle Kilkenney* 
Shawn and Anna Kinder* 
John and Anna King* 
Janeen Hayward and Mark Koenig* 
Kim and Max Kort* 
Aaron and Rachael Leckow 
Greg and Kristin Leos* 
Scott and Christe Lyons* 
Alistair Mackworth Gee and 
   Kerstin Schaars* 
Mary Kay and Roddy Mann* 
John Marchese and Kim Rubel* 
Jon and Erika Maschmeyer* 
Dr. Verghese and Angela Mathew
   In Honor of Kiran and 
   Kyra Mathew 
Chris McKean and Kathy Sandstrom 
Terry and Carrie Meghie* 
Christine and Mark Melendes* 
Frank and Mandi Nardella* 
John and Emily Jo Neis* 
Maihang Ngai and Hoying Choi* 
James Norton and 
   Kathleen Sweitzer* 
Sandip and Seema Patel 
Sarah and Alex Pearsall 
Matt and Wendy Phillips* 
Doug and Kristie Powell* 
Brad and Kelly Rainko* 
Jeffrey Ralson and 
   Rebecca Rokos* 
Stephen Randle and 
   Hampton Horton*
 

Brian Reshefsky and 
   Jessica Dunne* 
Allegra Weiner and Jeff Rheeling* 
Matthew and Jennifer Rice* 
Renee and John Salomon* 
Alex Sasieta and Kristine Suzuki 
Matt and Megan Schrecengost* 
Cecil Booth and Danny Sharp* 
Jim Shields and Mia Sossei* 
Barnali and Paul Silvani 
Michael and Daisie Siska* 
Matthew and Dora Snyder* 
Drs. Regina and Giel Stein* 
Suzanne and Scott Strusiner* 
Chris and Sara Talsma 
Sabrina Stober and 
   Christopher Tamney* 
Jill Sheiman and Aaron Tantleff* 
James and Dina Taylor* 
Nikhil and Shaila Verma* 
Stephen and Amy Waldon* 
Andrew and Alison Wallace* 
Leonard Wanger 
Bridget Coughlin and 
   Brian Wegner* 
Susan and Steven Wilde* 
Peter and Lisa Wilkins* 
The Williams Family 
Dave and Keely Wise 
Lisa An Wong*
   In Memory of Georges A.  
   Cehovic, MD 
Cameron and Erika Wood* 
Spencer and Lauren Worley* 
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PACESETTER CLUB 
Gifts of $1,250-$2,499 
Anonymous (3) 
Brandon and Stacy Ackley 
Dr. Don Bacigalupi and 
   Mr. Daniel Feder 
Kurt Baldassari and 
   Virginia Devlin 
Shelly and Ron Banks* 
   In Honor of Victoria Batts 
Saurab and Anjani Bhargava* 
Bridget Byron and 
   Jonathan Blessing 
Leah Bruno* 
Harold Cezar and 
   James Thompson* 
Jim and Sarah Chittaro 
Matthew and Kathryn Colman* 
Tom and Judy Comfort 
Alex and Yuko Darcy 
Anusha and 
   Sriharsha Dhasarathy* 
James and Jill Due 
Scott and Ilana Elsworth 
   In Honor of Lila and Cohen   
   Elsworth 
Corrine Stutts and Kim France 
In Honor of Gustavo A. 
   Urbina Gonzalez* 
Debrai Haile and Fikirte Wagaw* 
Jessie Williams and 
   Jason Hjorten* 
Randi and Mike Holzman 
Kaeding-Valentine Family 
Chris and Diana Kantner 
The Keune Family 
David Kim and Sandee Lee 
Michelle Baer and Jeff Klein* 
Anh and Chu-An Lee* 
The Leibskers and Schneiders* 
Claudia and Bryon Martin* 
Sanjeev Misra and 
   Jasmina Sisirak* 
Marypat and Rob Mulholland* 
Shawna and Brent Norsman 
The Northcutt Family* 
Romas and Jenni Pencyla* 
Stacy Shafer Peterson and 
   Kevin Peterson 
Kimberly Keith and JD Pirtle 
Judy and Steve Pomerantz 
Nick and Sharon Powills* 
The Sacchetti Family* 
Arti Raj and Scott Simpson* 
Marciano Siniscalchi and 
   Giulia Comar 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Splan 
Kate Glickman and Jason Stell* 

Adam and Mikala Stewart 
Blaire and Tedd Strom* 
John and Kimberley Terzis 
Brad and Megan Weiland* 
Art and Jennifer Wolf 
Alex and Benya Young

COUGARS CLUB 
Gifts of $500-$1,249 
Anonymous (4) 
Alejandro Asali Michelsen and 
Martha Solares Moya 
Tod and Cathy Barber 
Paul and Elisabeth Beerkens 
Sergio and Jane Bertolini 
Rob and Ony Beverly 
Benjamin K. Brown^^ 
Alicia Lisowski and Mark Bruker 
Tristan Dolik and Anjali Bidani 
Beverly Gonzalez
   In Honor of Thalia Gordon 
The Goy Family 
Kris Haines 
Karolynn Earl and 
   Gregory Hanrahan 
Leila and Joe Hanson^ 
Jennifer and Daniel Herzberg 
Humberto Iniguez and 
   Kathryn Thomas 
Joseph Kaiser 
John and Sunni Kitson 
Jonathan and Christy Levy 
Steve Miller and 
   Elizabeth Inglehart 
John and Annie Moroney 
Jeff and Natalie Nathanson 
Matthew and Jessica Nunziata 
Julie O’Malley 
Ricarda Osipow 
Louis and Ali Paster 
   In Honor of the Blessing Family 
Scott Peach and 
   Samantha Sommers 
Justin Pike and Stephanie Fawcett 
Brian Puerling 
Shawn and Sangya Reddy
   In Honor of Rohan Reddy 
Jean Robbins 
Michael B. Roberts 
Dan and Erica Rosskamm 
Gil and Jill Valentine 
Max Weinberg 
Bart and Patty Wilson^
   In Honor of Henry, Charlie, and  
   Elie Wolf  
Wolters Family Limited Partnership^
   In Honor of Maximilian 
   James Kort 
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Amy and Craig Ziegler 
Carrie Beyer and Adam Zysk 
 
GREEN & WHITE CLUB 
Gifts of $1-$499 
Anonymous (3) 
Kemi Adeodu 
Abigail Andrick 
Megan Ashley 
Anastasia A. Aviles 
Carol and William Baarsma^ 
David and Julie Balfour 
Karla Beard-Leroy 
Jeff and Heather Becker 
James Behrendt and Michael Janik 
Jeni Berg-Wallish 
Kirk and Joan Beyers^ 
Subhayu Bose and 
   Aditi Chakavorty 
Eric Branholm 
Whitney Breen 
James and Mary Brennan^ 
Erica Broder 
Maiya Budu 
Amanda Burns 
Katie Burrows 
Jessica and Mat Cashman 
Mark and Sue Chrzastowski 
Nosson Cohen 
Desiree R. Davis 
Barbara Dawn 
Elise Desloge 
Lisa Dickinson 
Robert Doak+ 
Hannah Dreher 
Mark Droegemueller 
Linda Duffy 
Jeff Edmonds 
Cameron Elder 
Ruth Ann Ewing^ 
Adrienne Eynon 
Jolene Fairchild 
Daniel Fierro 
Barbra Fisher 
Keri Foley 
Sara Folger 
Anne Russell and Kevin Freed 
Laura Friedman 
Gina Galderio 
Patrick Gall 
Lauren and Alan Goldberg 
Katherine Gonring 
Ricky Gonzalez 
David Harris 
Sarah Heaven 
Alison M. Hecimovich and 
   Crystal Bell 

Jennafer Heide 
Beth Herdering 
Margaret Hermanek 
Kate and Jordan Herron 
Rachel Hill 
Nicole Hillas 
Lisa Hillstrom 
Mallory and Matt Iams 
Tony and Jacqueline Johnson 
Heather and Matt Joyce 
Sandra and Nicholas Kane 
Maura Kiernan 
Lara Kossiakoff 
Liz Kruse 
Michael Kruse 
Amy Lawrence 
Andy Lelo 
Dr. and Mrs. L.H. Li^ 
Mark and Jean Longo 
Sarah Lyon 
Lindsay Madden 
Kenny Males 
Emily Malette 
Ashley Marentette 
Jannis and Miguel Martinez 
Lisa and Christopher McDuffie 
Janet and Larry McMillan^ 
Cara and Kevin Murphy 
Jezebel Napoleon 
Al Neve 
Elizabeth and Steve Niketopoulos 
Ashley Nolan 
Jessica Ochoa 
Gigi Olmstead 
Cynthia Olvera 
Christina Pappas 
Ellen Para 
Lindsey Pearson 
Maryann and Pat Price+  
Edmund Pryce 
Rachel Pujol 
Robert and Karen Ranquist 
Rebecca Reategui 
Joseph Ries 
Nicole Santiago 
Judy and Larry Schwartz^ 
Malcolm and Mindy Scott 
Carla Shortino 
Dan and Charla Simon 
Jamie Stefely 
Cindy and Art Stein^ 
Dana Stewart 
Josh Sutter 
Maria Tejeiro 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Tomsheck 
Allison Towsley 
Ryan Trahey 

Heather Vardis 
Eva-Dina Delgado and Erik Varela 
Dr. Alan M. Wellman 
Bob Whelan 
Mack and Gail Wilson 
Jessica and Joel Wintermantle 
Natasha Witte 
The Wojciks 
Lerato Wooden 
Justin Woodward 
Byron Young^ 

CORPORATIONS AND
FOUNDATIONS 
AIG Matching Grants Program
Amazon Smile Foundation 
BMO Harris Bank 
Boeing 
Capital One 

Exelon 
GE Foundation Matching 
   Gifts Program 
Google
i9 Sports Chicago 
JLL Community Connections 
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation 
MainStreet Advisors 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation   
   Matching Gifts Program 
Piper Jaffray 
Prudential Financial  
Reliance Standard Life Insurance Co.
TIAA 
UBS Matching Gift Program 
Wells Fargo Educational Matching   
   Gift Program 
William Blair and Company

We have made every effort to include all donors who have made pledges. If we 
have omitted your name in error, please accept our sincerest apologies and 
contact us so that we can include you in the next posting.

Annual Giving Campaign

* indicates families that have given at or above the “Gap” level for their child(ren).
^ indicates a Catherine Cook VIP (grandparent, relative or special friend). 
+ indicates a Catherine Cook Alumni Parent
^^ indicates a Catherine Cook Alumnus/a
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LEGACY CIRCLE

The Legacy Circle was established to 
acknowledge the consistent and generous 
support of our many donors to the Catherine 
Cook Annual Giving Campaign. Their gifts have 
enabled the school to grow and thrive and 
create a culture of philanthropy for the entire 
community. Please join us in recognizing the 
following donors to the 2016-2017 Annual 
Giving Campaign for their years of consecutive 
giving to Catherine Cook.

10+ YEARS 
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem
Alex and Yuko Darcy
Kelley and Michelle Drake
Mark Droegemueller
James and Jill Due
Jolene Fairchild
Jodi and Richard Flohr
Melissa Copley and 
   Francis Freeman
Rachel Hill
Sandra and Nick Kane
Jordan Kass and 
   Stacia Garriott Kass
John and Sunni Kitson 
Shelly Kulwin and Lisa Coconato
Melissa and Dave Laurenson
Steve Miller and 
   Elizabeth Inglehart
Keith Morgan and 
   Maureen Fannon
Linda and Dennis Myers
Romas and Jenni Pencyla
Maryann and Pat Price
Robert and Karen Ranquist
Michael B. Roberts
Marciano Siniscalchi and 
   Giulia Comar
Blaire and Tedd Strom
Lisa Snow Turrinelli and 
   Franco Turrinelli
Gilbert and Jill Valentine
Nikhil and Shaila Verma
Peter and Lisa Wilkins
The Wojciks
Art and Jennifer Wolf
Ellen Best and Gregory Zrazik

8-10 YEARS
Carol and William Baarsma
Kurt Baldassari and Virginia Devlin
Tod and Cathy Barber
Troy and Liz Barnett
James Behrendt and 
   Michael Janik
Paul Collier and 
   Kristen Werries Collier
Kevin Freed and Anne Russell
Tom and Julie Fuller
Patrick and Elisa Gall
Lauren and Alan Goldberg
Joshua and Irene Goldstein
Kris Haines

David Harris
Ryan and Casey Harris
Alison M. Hecimovich and 
   Crystal Bell
Humberto Iniguez and 
   Kathryn Thomas
Michael and Ashley Joyce
Pam and Chris Kallos
Chris and Diana Kantner
David Kim and Sandee Lee
Michelle Baer and Jeff Klein
Lara Kossiakoff
Michael Kruse
Sucha Kukatla
Jonathan and Christy Levy
Suzie Desai and Roger Liew
Sarah Lyon
Lindsay Madden
Jessica and Joel Wintermantle
John Marchese and Kim Rubel
Ashley Marentette
Claudia and Bryon Martin
Evie and Bob McCullen
Al Neve
The Northcutt Family
Cynthia Olvera
Sandip and Seema Patel
Kevin and Rita Powers
Rachel Pujol
Jean Robbins, Ph.D.
Joseph and Natalie Sacchetti
Diana and Michael Sands
Cecil Booth and Danny Sharp
Daniel and Charla Simon
Adam and Mikala Stewart
Cory Stutts and Kim France
John and Steph Tipton
Brian and Jen Tomsheck
Alex and Benya Young

5-7 YEARS
Kemi Adeodu
Paul and Elisabeth Beerkens
Emily and Ryan Bennett
Jeni Berg-Wallish
Shane and Julie Campbell
Mark and Sue Chrzastowski
John and Julie Crosson
David and Karen Dahlquist
Philip and Kimberly Edison
Colin and Barbra Fisher
Kristen and Fred Flather
Ian and Stacy Fleming
Sara Folger
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Legacy Circle

Meg and Karl Frey
Laura Friedman
Steve and Rebecca Gerstung
Mark Gertzof and Deanna Beise
Umrai and Meghan Gill
Debrai Haile and Fikirte Wagaw
Marc and Leslie Hauser
Margaret Hermanek
Kate Herron
Matt and Mallory Iams
Brian Kavanaugh and Julie Koca
David and Susan Kelly
The Keune Family
Ryan and Michelle Kilkenney
Joshua and Kelly Lerner
Scott and Christe Lyons
Mary Kay and Roddy Mann
Katie and Glenn McMillan
Mark and Christine Melendes
Marta Delgado and Sam Nandi
Frank and Mandi Nardella
Elizabeth and Steve Niketopoulos
Gigi Olmstead
Ricarda Osipow
Stacy Shafer Peterson and 
   Kevin Peterson
Kimberly Keith and JD Pirtle
Laura and Sam Pollack
Brian Puerling and David Recksieck
Brad and Kelly Rainko
Dali and Nicole Rajic
Jeffrey Ralson and Rebecca Rokos
Stephen Randle and 
   Hampton Horton
Megan Poetzel and Derek Rank
Casey and Matt Ray
Clisson and Patricia Rexford
Allegra Weiner and Jeff Rheeling
Renee and John Salomon
Alex Sasieta and Kristine Suzuki

Don and Sandy Schwarz
Malcolm and Mindy Scott
Barnali and Paul Silvani
Arti Raj and Scott Simpson
Michael and Daisie Siska
Dave and Susan Smith
Suzanne and Scott Strusiner
Josh Sutter
Jill Sheiman and Aaron Tantleff
Maria Tejeiro
Donna, Jules & Louisa Welch
The Williams Family
Bart and Patty Wilson 
Dave and Keely Wise
Jeffrey and Carie Zappone

2-4 YEARS
Abby Andrick
Flavio Arana and Matthew Kippenhan
Megan Ashley
Dr. Don Bacigalupi and 
   Mr. Daniel Feder
Shelly and Ron Banks
Ruth Barber
Karla Beard-Leroy
Jeff and Heather Becker
Sergio and Jane Bertolini
The Bett Family
Kirk and Joan Beyers
Saurab and Anjani Bhargava
James and Mary Brennan
Philip and Eugenia Brides
Alicia Lisowski and Mark Bruker
Maiya R. Budu
Amanda Burns
Eoin and Kate Callery
Jessica and Mat Cashman
Matthew and Kathryn Colman
Desiree R. Davis
Barbara Dawn

Lisa Dickinson
Tristan Dolik and Anjali Bidani
Molly and Paul Drinan
Jeff Edmonds
Lisa Weinstein and Andy Edwards
Scott and Ilana Elsworth
Ruth Ann Ewing
Kim and Chad Feingold
Daniel Fierro
Adam and Melissa Filkin
Peter Fletcher and Lisa Martin
Frank and Angela Floessel 
Keri Foley
Alistair Mackworth Gee and   
   Kerstin Schaars
Katherine Gonring
Beverly Gonzalez 
Ricky Gonzalez
The Goy Family
The Grason Family
Joe and Rachel Guzowski
Leila and Joe Hanson
Sarah Heaven
Jennafer Heide
Beth Herdering
Jennifer and Daniel Herzberg
Lisa Hillstrom
Jessie Williams and Jason Hjorten
Megan and Michael Hodes
Randi and Mike Holzman
Sean and Cher Keck
Ellen and Nat Kellogg
Heather and Brian Kenney
Maura Kiernan
Shawn and Anna Kinder
John and Sunni Kitson
Janeen Hayward and Mark Koenig
Anusha and Sriharsha Dhasarathy
Ross Kwasteniet and Kira Elert
Aaron and Rachael Leckow
Anh and Chu-An Lee
Andy Lelo
Greg and Kristin Leos
Dr. and Mrs. L.H. Li
The Littletons
Mark and Jean Longo
Kimberly and Scott Lorimer
Kenny Males
Emily Malette
Jannis and Miguel Martinez
Lisa and Christopher McDuffie
Chris McKean and 
   Kathy Sandstrom
Sanjeev Misra and 
   Jasmina Sisirak
Dan Mizerk and Andrew Thorrens

Marypat and Rob Mulholland
Kevin and Cara Murphy
Ms. Jezebel Napoleon
John and Emily Jo Neis
Ashley Nolan
The Norman Family
James Norton and 
   Kathleen Sweitzer
Jessica Ochoa
Ellen Para
Scott Peach and 
   Samantha Sommers
Matt and Wendy Phillips
Justin and Stephanie Pike
Judy and Steve Pomerantz
Doug and Kristie Powell
Eddie Pryce
Brian Reshefsky and 
   Jessica Dunne
Matthew and Jennifer Rice
Joseph Ries
Wendy Roseth
Dan and Erica Rosskamm
Trevor and Kyle Schauenberg
The Schrecengost Family
Judy and Larry Schwartz
Jim Shields and Mia Sossei
Andrea and Paul Sill
Matt and Julie Simon
Matthew and Dora Snyder
Mark and Michal Solovy
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Splan
Jamie Stefely
Cindy and Art Stein
Kate Glickman and Jason Stell
Dana Stewart
Bhavan Suri and 
   Bhavana Devulapally
Chris and Sara Talsma
Sabrina Stober and 
   Christopher Tamney
James and Dina Taylor
John and Kimberley Terzis
Kaeding-Valentine Family
Heather Vardis
Eva-Dina Delgado and Erik Varela
Stephen and Amy Waldon
Andrew and Alison Wallace
Leonard Wanger
Ryan and Kelly Waters
Max Weinberg and Craig Seip
Dr. Alan M. Wellman
Bob Whelan
Susan and Steven Wilde
Lisa An Wong 
Lerato Wooden
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GALA CO-CHAIRS
Kate Callery
Melissa Filkin
Megan Weiland

CORPORATE 
SPONSORSHIP 
CO-CHAIRS
Christine Melendes 
Seema Patel

LIVE AUCTION 
CO-CHAIRS
Emily Bennett 
Kira Elert 
Dora Snyder

PARENT PARTIES 
CO-CHAIRS 
Kristen Flather
Daisie Siska

SILENT AUCTION  
CO-CHAIRS
Megan Aling
Shannon McNamara 
Jessie Williams

STELLAR CELLAR 
CO-CHAIRS
Susan Flosi
Rachael Leckow

TEACHER TIME 
CO-CHAIRS
Julie Simon
Carie Zappone

TUITION RAFFLE 
CO-CHAIRS
Kimberly Edison

VOLUNTEER 
CO-CHAIRS
Meghan Gill
Katie McMillan

GALA VOLUNTEERS
Jennifer and 
   Ryan Buckley
Jessica Cashman
Stacy Fleming 
Julie Fuller
Meredith Goldman 
Beverly Gonzalez 
Casey Harris
Kimberly Lorimer
Angela Mathew

Evie McCullen 
Elaine Oliver
Kristie Powell
Rebecca Rokos and 
   Jeff Ralson 
Mia Sossei and 
   Jim Shields 
Amy and Steve Waldon 
Lauren and 
   Spencer Worley 
 

Springtime in Paris, the 19th Annual Catherine Cook 
Gala, was held March 11, 2017, at the Palmer House 
Hilton in Chicago. Thank you to the many volunteers 
and guests who made this beautiful evening possible, 
as well as to every event sponsor and donor who 
graciously contributed to support Catherine Cook.

ANNUAL GALA 2017



SPONSORS
DIAMOND ($20,000)
Conway MacKenzie 
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
   Emily and Ryan Bennett
   Paul Collier and 
      Kristen Werries Collier 
   Peter Fletcher and Lisa Martin    
   Ryan and Casey Harris
   Pam and Chris Kallos
   Brian Kavanaugh and Julie Koca  
   Michelle and Ryan Kilkenney   
   Ross Kwasteniet and Kira Elert 
   Anh and Chu-An Lee
   Linda and Dennis Myers
   Allegra Weiner and Jeff Rheeling  
   Adam and Mikala Stewart
   Brad and Megan Weiland
   Donna, Jules, and Louisa Welch

EMERALD ($10,000)
MAJ Holdings

RUBY ($5,000)
Anonymous
iManage, LLC
 
SAPPHIRE ($2,500)
Berkeley Research Group, LLC
Grabinski Group, Inc.
Legacy Professionals, LLP
Melissa and Adam Filkin
The Northern Trust Company
OneDigital
Oplytic
Proven Business Systems
Cecil Booth and Danny Sharp

PEARL SPONSORSHIP ($750)
Shannon and Vergil Abloh
Flavio Arana and Matthew Kippenhan 
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem 

Julie Beyers and 
   Nermin Hajdarevic 
Harold Cezar and Jamie Thompson 
Theresa Davis
Jessica Dunne and Brian Reshefskey 
Lisa Weinstein and Andy Edwards 
Meg and Karl Frey
Rebecca and Steven Gerstung 
Meghan and Umrai Gill 
Megan and Michael Hodes 
Cher and Sean Keck
Amy and Michael Littleton
Erika and Jon Maschmeyer
Evelyn and Robert McCullen
Marta Delgado and Sam Nandi
Kellie and Grant Rice
Diana and Michael Sands 
Mia Sossei and James Shields 
Julie and Matt Simon 
Suzanne and Scott Strusiner 
Dina and James Taylor
Lisa Snow and Franco Turrinelli 
Amy and Steve Waldon
Tracy and Justin Ward
Bridget Coughlin 
   and Brian Wegner 
Ellen Best and Greg Zrazik

UNDERWRITE FACULTY/STAFF
Shannon and Virgil Abloh 
Stacy and Brandon Ackley
Flavio Arana and Matthew Kippenhan 
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem
Berkeley Research Group
Lisa Young and Anthony Bigornia 
Sara Bradley
Jennifer and Ryan Buckley 
Kate and Eoin Callery
Harold Cezar and Jamie Thompson 
Paul Collier and 
   Kristen Werries Collier 
Conway MacKenzie

Crum-Halsted Insurance
Karen and David Dahlquist 
Theresa Davis
Jessica Dunne and Brian Reshefskey 
Lisa Weinstein and Andy Edwards 
Melissa and Adam Filkin
Stephanie and David Free 
Meg and Karl Frey
Julie and Tom Fuller
Rebecca and Steven Gerstung 
Meghan and Umrai Gill 
Grabinski Group, Inc.
Julie Beyers and Nermin Hajdarevic 
Megan and Michael Hodes
iManage, LLC
Cher and Sean Keck
Jennifer and Pat Kernan 
Anh and Chu-An Lee
Suzie Desai and Roger Liew
Amy and Michael Littleton
MAJ Holdings
Claudia and Bryon Martin 
Erika and Jon Maschmeyer
Evelyn and Robert McCullen
Katie and Glenn McMillan
Jasmina Sisirak and Sanjeev Misra 
Marta Delgado and Sam Nandi
Shelley and Wayne Norman 
OneDigital
Christine and Jason Osborn
Ricarda Osipow
Seema and Sandip Patel
Lindsay and Jack Philbin
Rita and Kevin Powers
Sharon and Nick Powills
Kelly and Brad Rainko
Casey and Matt Ray
Kellie and Grant Rice
Kimberly Rubel and
   John Marchese
Diana and Michael Sands
Trevor and Kyle Schauenberg
Sandy and Don Schwarz

Cecil Booth and Danny Sharp
Mia Sossei and James Shields 
Andrea and Paul Sill
Julie and Matt Simon
Arti Raj and Scott Simpson 
Suzanne and Scott Strusiner
Bhavana Devulapally and 
   Bhavan Suri 
Sara and Chris Talsma
Dina and James Taylor
Lisa Snow and Franco Turrinelli 
Amy and Steve Waldon
Tracy and Justin Ward
Bridget Coughlin and Brian Wegner 
Donna, Jules, and Louisa Welch 
Ellen Best and Greg Zrazik

AUCTION AND IN-KIND 
DONORS
Anonymous
84Rockwell
A Fairytale Ballet
ABC7
The Abloh Family
Abt Electronics
Stacy and Brandon Ackley
Kemi Adeodu
The Adler Planetarium
Kelley and Sanjeev Ahuja
Megan and Joshua Aling
All About Dance
Alliance Francaise de Chicago
Kendell and Greg Anderson
Abby Andrick
Flavio Arana and Matthew Kippenhan
Megan Ashley
Aviator Nation
Anastasia Aviles
B Sharp Piano Lessons
Virginia Devlin and Kurt Baldassari
Barry’s Bootcamp
Karla L. Beard-Leroy
Heather and Jeff Becker
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Our event would not be possible without the following sponsors, donors, and  supporters who 
made Springtime in Paris such a success. Please join us in thanking them!  
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The Bedford
Emily and Ryan Bennett
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem
Jeni Berg-Wallish
Lisa Young and Anthony Bigornia
Billy Sunday
Rhonda and Jeff Bishop
Blowout Junkie
Boeufhaus
BOKA Restaurant Group
Bradford Portraits
Sara Bradley
Bradstreet Neighborhood 
   Craftshouse
Eric Branholm
Whitney Breen
Eugenia and Philip Brides
Erica Broder
Brooklyn Boulders Chicago
Bucketfeet
Jennifer and Ryan Buckley
Amanda Burns
Kate and Eoin Callery
Jessica and Mat Cashman
Catherine Cook School
Chicago Anytime Assistants and
   Chicago Organized Home
Chicago Bagel Authority
Chicago Blue Dolphins
Chicago Children’s Theatre
Chicago City Soccer Club
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Distilling Company
Chicago Fire Department
Chicago Fire Soccer
Chicago Firefighters Union Local 2
City Winery Chicago
Cloud9 Living
Club Lucky
Coalfire Pizza
Cocktail Courier
Code Play Learn
The Container Store
CorePower Yoga
Crosslyne
Karen and David Dahlquist
The Dailey Method
Desiree Davis
Theresa Davis
Barbara Dawn
dEKlutter
DePaul University Athletics
Dermatology and Aesthetics of
   Wicker Park
Katie Dermott
Design Dance
Elise Desloge
Lisa Dickinson
Ditka’s Chicago
Hannah Dreher
Molly and Paul Drinan
Eataly Chicago
Eden

Kimberly and Philip Edison
Adrienne and Jeff Eisenstein
Cameron Elder
Anne Elliott
Embassy Row Productions
Emerald City Theatre Company
ENRGi Fitness
Exhale Spa
EXPO CHICAGO
Adrienne Eynon
Jolene Fairchild
FELT Chicago
The Field Museum
Daniel Fierro
Melissa and Adam Filkin
The Fireplace Inn
Firecakes-Donuts
Barbra Fisher
Fjallraven Chicago
Kristen and Fred Flather
Stacy and Ian Fleming
Susan and Al Flosi
FOSS Swim School
Frankie’s On The Park
Stephanie and David Free
Freedom Woods, Inc.
Meg and Karl Frey
Laura Friedman
Fyusion Dining LLC
Patrick Gall
Game On! Sports 4 Girls
Gather
Gemcraft Diamond Corp.
George the Salon
Deanna Beise Gertzof
Meghan and Umrai Gill
Katherine Gilmore
Giordano’s Pizza
glowout
Lauren Goldberg

Goldfish Swim School
Ricky Gonzalez
Katie Gonring
Rebecca Gordon
Gordon Salon
Graves Hospitality
Rebecca and Matt Grossman
GT Prime
Susan and Chris Gust
Rachel and Josef Guzowski
Half Acre Beer
Katharine and Todd Hanold
Hard Rock Hotel
Casey and Ryan Harris
Harry Caray’s Restaurant
Heartland Ice Arena
Sarah Heaven
Jennafer Heide
Helios 3.0
Beth Herdering
Kate Herron
Hickory Street Capital
Rachel Hill
Hi-Vibe Organic Superfood Juicery
Jessie Williams and Jason Hjorten
The Hockey Zone
Megan and Michael Hodes
The Hollander Hotel
Holly Hunt
Hoopademix
Hotel Indigo Chicago
The Hypocrites
IK Gymnastics
ivivva Chicago Showroom
IVme Wellness & Performance
JelliGoods
Meredith Albert-Jemsek and
   Joe Jemsek
Jim Karas Intelligent Fitness
   and Wellness

jorje Design
Ashley and Michael Joyce
Juice RX
Julie L. Naggs Bookbinding
Sandra Kane
Julie Koca and Brian Kavanaugh
Brandy and Tim Kemp
Heather and Brian Kenney
The Kids’ Table
Kidsnips
Maura Kiernan
Michelle and Ryan Kilkenney
Kinnickinnick Farms
Larisa and Sven Kins
Dorothy and Donald Kirincic
Kimberly Kirincic
Sunni Kitson
Janeen Hayward and Mark Koenig
Kim and Max Kort
Michael Kruse
Kira Elert and Ross Kwasteniet
The Laboratory Chicago
Christiane and Mark Ladd
Elizabeth Lambert
LaRon Jewelers
Catherine Gilmore-Lawless and
   William Lawless
Amy Lawrence
Ashley and Ken Lebovic
Rachael and Aaron Leckow
Anh and Chu-An Lee
Kelly and Josh Lerner
Ilana and Eric Levin
Lifeline Theatre
Lil’ Kickers
Little Beans Cafe
The Logan Theatre
Kimberly Loman
Lucky Strike
Sarah Lyon



Christe and Scott Lyons
Lyric Opera of Chicago
Kerstin Schaars and
   Alistair Mackworth Gee
Lindsay Madden
Kenny Males
Malnati Organization, Inc.
Ashley Marentette
Claudia and Bryon Martin
Angela and Verghese Mathew
Mathnasium Chicago West Loop
Mathnasiums of West DePaul
   and Ravenswood
MC Construction Group
McCormick Bridgehouse and
   Chicago River Museum
Evelyn and Robert McCullen
Christine and Mark Melendes
The Menomonee Club
Micro Kickboard
Middle School Faculty and Staff
Elizabeth Inglehart and 
   Steve Miller
Cara Murphy
Museum of Science and Industry
My Chicago Golf
Linda and Dennis Myers
Mandi and Frank Nardella
Elizabeth Niketopoulos
Norcross and Scott Home
Northwestern Athletics
Kathleen Sweitzer and 
   James Norton
Nurture Life
Jessica Ochoa
Megan and Daniel O’Keefe
Gigi Olmstead
Cynthia Olvera
Orangetheory Fitness
   Old Town-Chicago
OtterBox
p.45
Christina Pappas
Ellen Para
Paramount Events
Beth Pearlman
Sarah Pearsall
Justin Pike
JD Pirtle
Pizzeria da Nella
Pollack Photography

Pork & Mindy’s
POW! Kids Chicago
Kristie and Doug Powell
The Powills Family
PRE Brands
Pump It Up
Purple Monkey Playroom
The Purple Pig
Kelly and Brad Rainko
Rebecca Rokos and Jeffrey Ralson
Megan Poetzel and Derek Rank
Rebecca Reategui
Sangya and Shawn Reddy
Jessica Dunne and Brian Reshefsky
Residence Inn Minneapolis-
   Downtown/City Center
Rhine Hall
Jennifer and Matthew Rice
Rick Wemple Personal Training
River North Crossfit
Dr. Jean Robbins
Dr. Michael B. Roberts
The Robey Hotel
Rock Candy Salon & Spa
Rockit Ranch Productions
ROKA
Michelle Hsu and Justin Rolls
Rosebud Restaurants
Rosewood Mayakoba
Erica and Dan Rosskamm
Kimberly Rubel and 
   John Marchese
Renee and John Salomon
Salvatore Ferragamo
Nicole Santiago
Scenario Home
Fran and David Schneider
Megan and Matthew Schrecengost
Sandy and Don Schwarz
Malcolm Scott
The Second City
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Mia Sossei and James Shields
Carla Shortino
Shred 415
Julie and Matt Simon
Daisie and Mike Siska

Skydeck Chicago
Snippets
Sojourn
SoulCycle
space519
SpotHero
Stella Barra Pizzeria
Storytown Improv
Strollers and Stilettos
Sugar Factory
Summer City Adventures
Summer House - Santa Monica
Super Soccer Stars
Bhavana Devulapally and 
   Bhavan Suri
Josh Sutter
Sara and Chris Talsma
Sabrina Stober and
   Christopher Tamney
Jill Sheiman and Aaron Tantleff
Maria Tejeiro
Tennis on the Lake
Kimberley and John Terzis
Jennifer Tomsheck
Tooth Buds Pediatric Dentistry
Allison Towsley
Ryan Trahey
Trim - Custom Tailored Waxing
The Trunk Club
Twin Anchors Restaurant
Unrivaled Fitness
Urban Oasis
UrbanSitter
Heather Vardis
VENeffect Anti-Aging 
   Skin Care

Shaila Pai-Verma and 
   Nikhil Verma
Dr. Nikhil Verma
Vertical Endeavors
Walt Disney World Co.
Warby Parker
Tracy and Justin Ward
Kelly and Ryan Waters
Megan and Brad Weiland
The Weiland Family
Max Weinberg
Windy City Fieldhouse
Natasha Witte
Lerato Wooden
Justin Woodward
Lauren and Spencer Worley
Yoga Six
Zanies Comedy Nite Club
Amy and Craig Ziegler
Carie and Jeffrey Zappone
Carrie Beyer and Adam Zysk
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PADDLE RAISE DONORS 
$10,000 
Michael and Ashley Joyce
Linda and Dennis Myers
Diana and Michael Sands
Bhavan Suri and
   Bhavana Devulapally

$7,500 
Megan and Joshua Aling
Emily and Ryan Bennett
Eoin and Kate Callery
Adam and Melissa Filkin
Melissa Copley and 
   Francis Freeman
Meghan and Umrai Gill
Dali and Nicole Rajic
Casey and Matt Ray
Andrea and Paul Sill

$5,000 
Meg and Karl Frey
Tom and Julie Fuller
Steve and Rebecca Gerstung
Megan and Michael Hodes
Jennifer and Pat Kernan
Suzie Desai and Roger Liew
Katie and Glenn McMillan
The Norman Family
Michael and Daisie Siska
Jeffrey and Carie Zappone

$3,000
Julie and Nerko Hajdarevic

$2,500
Flavio Arana and Matthew Kippenhan
David and Karen Dahlquist
Adrienne and Jeff Eisenstein

Peter Fletcher and Lisa Martin
Al and Susan Flosi
Ryan and Casey Harris
Sean and Cher Keck
Ryan and Michelle Kilkenney
Ross Kwasteniet and Kira Elert
Scott and Christe Lyons
Ashley and Joe Manzella
Melody and Marc McManus
Mark and Christine Melendes
Brian Reshefsky and 
   Jessica Dunne
Renee and John Salomon
Cecil Booth and Danny Sharp
Matt and Julie Simon

$1,500
Dennis and Kelly Howe
Kim and Max Kort
Elaine and Andrew Oliver
Christine and Jason Osborn
Allegra Weiner and Jeff Rheeling
Matthew and Dora Snyder
Suzanne and Scott Strusiner
James and Dina Taylor
Tracy and Justin Ward

$1,000
Kelley and Sanjeev Ahuja
Christopher and Maureen Bennett
Jody and Keith Boutell
Harold Cezar and 
   Jamie Thompson
Eloise and Tory Cosich
Theresa Davis
Matthew and Rebecca Grossman
Jennifer and Daniel Herzberg
Tia and Oliver Hild
Ansual Asad and Rizwan Khan

Joshua and Kelly Lerner
Jon and Erika Maschmeyer
Evie and Bob McCullen
Angela and Michael Murphy
Frank and Mandi Nardella
Matthew and Jessica Nunziata
Brad and Kelly Rainko
Jeffrey Ralson and Rebecca Rokos
Clisson and Patricia Rexford
Matthew and Jennifer Rice
Don and Sandy Schwarz
Heidi and Bill Swiss
Jill Sheiman and Aaron Tantleff
Andrew and Alison Wallace
Ellen Best and Gregory Zrazik

$500
Brandon and Stacy Ackley
Kathy Hoff and Andrew Degenholtz
Ryan and Kristen Dennis
James and Jill Due
Lisa Weinstein and Andy Edwards
Scott and Ilana Elsworth
Penny and Jay Fine
Karla and Jon Flannery
Debrai Haile and Fikirte Wagaw
Heather and Brian Kenney
Janeen Hayward and Mark Koenig
Ilana and Eric Levin
John Marchese and Kim Rubel
Claudia and Bryon Martin
Stacy Shafer Peterson and 
   Kevin Peterson
Lindsay and Jack Philbin
Megan Poetzel and Derek Rank
Jordana Joseph and 
   Glen Saltzberg
Jim Shields and Mia Sossei
Barnali and Paul Silvani

$250
James Behrendt and 
   Michael Janik
Heather Haukness and 
   David Bentrem
Randi and Mike Holzman
Brian Kavanaugh and Julie Koca
John and Anna King
Gigi Olmstead
Julie O’Malley
Ricarda Osipow
Adam and Mikala Stewart
Max Weinberg and Craig Seip

$100
Megan Barry
Keri Foley
Kevin Freed and Anne Russell
Jonathan and Christy Levy
Brian Puerling and 
   David Recksieck
Kellie and Grant Rice
Heather and Yianni Vardis
Dave and Keely Wise
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COOKIN’ UP COMMUNITY 
CAFETERIA RENOVATIONS

Audio/Visual System | state-of-the-art 
sound and video equipment

Three 85-Inch Displays | better viewing 
during meetings and presentations

Seating | new tables provide additional 
seating and arrangement options

Orange Wall | fabric construction helps
dampen noise and provides a pop of color
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Paddle Raise
ANNUAL REPORT  |  2016-2017

Thanks in part to the incredibly generous support of our 2017 Annual Gala Paddle Raise donors, 
our community has a brand new, gorgeous Cafeteria. Our students, faculty, and staff are now able 
to enjoy fresher meals cooked right on site with more options to choose from. Additionally, the 
space is now officially a multipurpose facility to accommodate parent events, division meetings, 
and more. To top it all off, a brand new HVAC system brings healthier air quality. Take a tour of 
our new Cafeteria:

Commercial Kitchen | top-of-the-line,
stainless steel appliances with viewing window

Dish Room | increased storage
and efficient cleaning

Serving Line | more meal options available

HVAC System | zoned climate 
control  and fresh air intake



   

   

Catherine Cook continued in its role as a leader in the 
education technology and design thinking arenas this 
summer as we hosted the third annual IDEA:TE (Innovation, 
Design, Engineering, and Art: Transforming Education) 
Conference from June 26-28. Drawing educators 
from across the country, this event provided intensive 
workshops and training to help attendees integrate 
traditional and emerging technology into their curricula.
 
Co-founded by Catherine Cook Director of Innovation 
JD Pirtle and Director of Advancement Stacy Shafer 
Peterson, IDEA:TE workshops and presentations were led 
by Catherine Cook faculty and staff, as well as leading 
educators and professionals in the field. The “teachers 

teaching teachers” approach allowed for hands-on 
experiences and an open dialog around what really works 
in the classroom, what doesn’t, and how to implement 
these ideas in their own schools.
 
Workshops and presentations revolved around the 
innovative concepts and technologies that Catherine Cook 
utilizes with our students every day, including virtual reality, 
textile arts, computer science, Minecraft, 3D modeling and 
design, video production, and much more. Attendees also 
learned how concepts could be modified for the ages and 
abilities of the students they teach. The feedback from 
participants was overwhelmingly positive, and they left 
eager to implement all of these new ideas.

:

INNOVATION | DESIGN | ENGINEERING | ART: TRANSFORMING EDUCATION

IDEA TE
CONFERENCE



   

Scratch & ScratchJr
Textile Arts
3D Printing
Electronics

AV Production
Virtual Reality
Laser Cutting

Coding

Amanda Burns
Nosson Cohen
Jill Due
Jeff Edmonds
Daniel Fierro
Kevin Freed
Margaret Hermanek
Rachel Hill

Tony Johnson
Andy Lelo
Miguel Martinez
JD Pirtle
Stacy Shafer Peterson
Kyle Smart
Dana Stewart
Max Weinberg

Thank you to the Catherine 
Cook faculty, staff, and parents 
who made IDEA:TE 2017 a 
roaring success:
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IDEA:TE Conference 2017
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Inspired by a writing assignment to 
review a local restaurant, Mr. Sutter’s 
1st Graders decided to create their 
very own pop-up restaurant, Just Right. 
Students trained hard to learn the 
roles of managers, servers, chefs, 
cashiers, musicians, and designers. 
They also mastered the math, writing, 
design, food handling, and collaboration 
skills necessary to smoothly operate 
a restaurant. 1st Graders then invited 
their Book Buddies from Ms. Tomsheck’s 
class, as well as faculty and staff, to 
enjoy a multi-course lunch prepared and 
served right here at Catherine Cook. 
Their opening was a smashing success, 
and customers raved about their 
fantastic experiences.

Classroom Spotlight

34

BUILDING A RESTAURANT 
THAT IS “JUST RIGHT”
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SEPTEMBER 2016 - AUGUST 2017 
REVENUES

Instructional Services ...................................................................$13,836,596

Fundraising ................................................................................... $1,389,979

Co-Curricular Programs .................................................................... $110,586

Investments ........................................................................................$11,623

Miscellaneous .....................................................................................$22,097

Total Revenues  .........................................................................$15,370,881

EXPENSES

Instructional Services ..................................................................... $7,665,719

Administration ............................................................................... $2,636,945

Building Operations ........................................................................ $1,076,199

Amortization and Depreciation ........................................................ $1,077,058

Debt Service..................................................................................... $471,786

Total Expenses  .........................................................................$12,927,707

NET REVENUE* .......................................................................... $2,443,174

*Unaudited end-of-year operating statement

                                                                                                       

Tuition as a % of total revenue

Fundraising as a % of total revenue 

Tuition Assistance as a % of total revenue

Salaries/benefits as a % of total expense

Technology expenditures as a % of total expense

Professional development as a % of total expense 
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OPERATING STATEMENT

Operating Statement

CURRENT         CATHERINE COOK     
NAIS                                          2017
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VOICES:   CATHERINE COOK

Catherine Cook School  |  226 W. Schiller St.  |  Chicago, IL 60610   |  312.266.3381  |  catherinecookschool.org 

DIVERSITY STATEMENT
Catherine Cook School is committed to creating and sustaining a diverse 

and compassionate community grounded in a culture of integrity.

MISSION STATEMENT
Catherine Cook empowers students from preschool through eighth grade 
to be adaptive, confident, and productive stewards of an evolving world. 
Our community engages with ideals of cultural competence, progressive 

academics, ethical literacy, and innovation designed to inspire 
personal excellence and compassionate leadership.

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM  2016-2017

Michael B. Roberts, Ed.D., Head of School 
Nosson Cohen, Director of Information Technology 

Mark Droegemueller, Director of Finance and Operations 
Jill Due, Director of Admission 

Stacy Shafer Peterson, Director of Advancement 
Justin Pike, Director of Facilities 
JD Pirtle, Director of Innovation  

Brian Puerling, Director of Education Technology 
Jean Robbins, Ph.D., Head of Early Childhood Education 

Blaire Strom, Director of Co-Curricular Programs 
Corrine Stutts, Head of Middle School 
Max Weinberg, Head of Lower School


